
Greatest Corner in

ByJOHN WALKER HARRINGTON
A DEAL In uiieut vaster than tlio

A world has ever known began
yesterday nt I'.' Broadway.

It will lie fo big that If "Old Uutcli,"
the veteran operator of Chlcugo, now
believed to bo walking tho Stygian
fhoro with Ceres, should hear of It ho
uould bow his head In shame, for even
nls most celebrated corners were trifles
compared with what is being done.

Curtis Jmlwlii, the monster of greed
depleted by Frank Norrls In "Tho l'lt,"
would seem like an olllco boy In a
bucket shop were his deals matched
with the gigantic trannactnins which
soon will be In full swing In the newly
opened headquarters of the Food Ad-

ministration drain Corporation.
This biggest wheat corner on earth, j

which will nnng ns into one oievmor
many millions of bushels In this coun-
try, Is being engineered by experienced
hands. The head of tho corporation Is
th Food Administrator of the United
States, Herbert C. Hoover, while the
president and chief executive officer Is
Julius Barnes, u noted operator from
Duluth.

The activities of two such men.
backed as they are with $50,000,000
capital and unlimited credit and the
power of a nation, would in other days
have wrung groans from tho lips of
millions of men.

A corner in wheat! Think what It
Used to mean In the days of private
gain! How It sent the chill of dread
from Odessa to Duluth, from Liverpool
to the Golden Horn! The baker In his
cellar shop, the workman at his bench,
the grocer at his till foresaw that one
day Hunger would stalk from the Pit

'and the children of men! would be
sucked down by its ravening maw.
What woe to many, what scanty weal
even to the few, when the Bulls And
Bears went to war for control of the
granaries of the world!

Wheat, although surpassed tn yield
by rice and corn, has from time Imme-
morial been regarded as the great sup-
port of life. It is grown in every clime,
and somewhere on earth its reaping
comes in every month of the year.
Mankind has about 4,000,000,000 bush-
els a year for its food, and of this sup-
ply fometlmes as much as a fourth Is
raised In the United States.

When crops are poor elsewhere the
first thought of the hungry nations is
of American wheat. If Russia had less
grain, If the harvest moon of France
was gibbous and thin, nil this was felt
la the Chicago Wheat Pit, lair of Fami-
ne. According to Chicago's decree, the
Spanish peasant had a smaller loaf or
the Italian paid more for his macaroni
and his bread. Hence the cornering nod
the hoarding of wheat, the wild gam-
bling and the speculation was a play
upon tho hunger.of a race.

The pledge that from now on there
will be no dealings In futures In Chi-
cago means that the Pit is doomed and
its doom sealed, and that under the di-

rection of this Government through Its
administration of food all possible will
be done to supply sustenance for our-
selves and our allies overseas, while
our soldiers fight for the freedom of
civilized nations.

With the growth of the American
commonwealth the acreage in wheat
has been constantly extending. New
methods of cultivation have brought
up the yield an acre ten to seventeen
bushels in the last fffty years, while
virgin lands in the great Northwest
are being constantly dedicated to Ceres.

The normal consumption of wheat
by the people of the United States at
the present time is about 500,000,000
bushels a year. In some years there
has lwtn an abundance for export.' So
we have formed the habit here of pour-
ing out our horn of plenty to all the
world without stopping to consider the
results. The wheat crops of the last
ten years available for statistical pur-
poses show that we as a nation were
never In danger of starvation.

Run your eye down this column:
Bushels.

1307 634,087,000
190H 664,602,000
1503 ... 683,379,525
1310 635,121.000
19U 621,338,000
1912 730,267,000
1913 763,380,000
1914 891,017,000
1915 1,011,505.000
1916 638,000,000

Tho estimated wheat crop of the
United States for 1917 is 634,000,000
bushels. This country has for the last
few years been exporting more nnd
more nnd for the last three years has
leen sending wheat abroad at the rate
of from 200,000,000 to 250,000,000
bushels annually. So there has been n
constant drain upon storehouse and
elevator.

Tho bumper crop of 1913 was drawn
upon considerably to supply tho de-

mand of Europe, yot our exportatlons
of wheat the next year, 259,000,000,
left still a considerable store upon
which to draw.

Now there Is practically no old
wheat to bo had, and tho wnnts of Eu-
rope, both In the countries of our al-
lies und in neutral lands, aro on the
increase. In addition to providing for
them the Government must see to It
that about 60,000,000 bushels of seed
wheat Is retained to guarantee tho
crops of 1918.

The crops of Franco havo not been
as bountiful ns usual. England raised
about 50,000,000 of tho 270,000.000
bushels she requires. According to the
estimates of Mr. Hoover published sev-

eral weeks ago the Allies are short
at least 400,000,000 bushels. Prominent
Eraln operators think that for the Al-

lies there should be nt least 570,000,000
bushels available.

The sweeping embargo declared by
the President last week tightens the
supplies of the neutral countries,
which before this ruling might havo
had a freer chanco nt bin and crib,
The taking In of American grain so
that the native variety of neutrals may
he shipped Into Teuton strongholds
will hardly be possible under the new
munlfcsto.

In tho trade the supplies available
are as follows:

Buihels.
tatted Etates surplus 100,000,000
Vtnsdlan surp.us i.... 185,000,000

Argentine, exportable 125,000,000
India, and Australia export.. 125,000,000

Total 685,000,000

Ily extraordinary economy In tho use
of flour, operators think It would be
possible to get 120,000,000 bushels of
wheat from tho United States for ex-Po- rt.

The latest figures received from
the Food Administration Rive only
Sl,000,000 bushels, for the United
Btatea and 120,000,000 for Canada.

Howovm should the people of tho
United States follow tho dictum of
Mr. Hoover that every family must
save a pound of flour a week, experts
In the produce trade feel confident
that it will be possible --to make a
considerable increase In the avallablo
supplies,

Theoretically it sounds well to say
that Argentina and the Antipodes are
likely to provide large quantities of
cereal, but practically their coopera-
tion in helping Europe would amount
to llttlo unless extraordinary methods
were employed to provido ships. As
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the birds are still singing If not nest-
ing in the branches of many of the
trees destined for tho barks which are
to sail the seas, and as ingots intended
for Ships of steel arc not yet cooled,
tho scarcity of bottoms will appreci-
ably limit the wheat supply for tho
Allies.

Kuropo In the past has been nccus- -
(

tomed to depend largely on wheat from
the steppes of Russia and from tho
Rumanian plains. Asiatic Turkey, es-

pecially In Asia Minor about the Bos-
porus, has large quantities of wheat
on which, In ordinary times, Europe j

might draw, but nt present the Cen- -
tral Powers have the call on the
granaries of that region.

As matters now stand, tho Allies and
the neutrals must depend in large
measure upon what tho United Stntcs
and Canada can do for them In wheat,
and supplement that with such other
grains as they may learn to use. The
Government of this country expects
to commandee'r rye, if not enough
wheat Is on hand, nnd steps have been I

taken to Instruct the populace of the
Allies in tho use of cormueal, but with
all theso efforts main dependence will
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its high place as the grain
The wheat this

so thnt nn
be Europe will re-

quire elaborate tactics by Food
Administration Corporation.
This organization, Incorporated

laws State Delaware, will
work principle followed by any
other kiid. It will a defi-

nite business basis, work
nnd its Interests Just as though
It were a private brokerage

Tho Government, through
Grain Corporation, becomes sole

of wheat.
Tho prlco

set at $2.20 o,

bushel by prlco fixing
This Is' figure for 1 Northern

Chicago. ad-

ditional is freight
from Chicago York, which
would In this
32.30.

Considerable Is from
2 grade, which 5 cents a bushel
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rate, provided that producers of
farmers, fall that

should be at $11 a barrel.
The amount of wheat required a
barrel of the qual-
ity of wheat, a fair average
would be one-ha- lf bushels.
There been a

basts a 5 loaf of bread
weigh fourteen ounces.

Is give
$2 a 1918 wheat;

that Is, prlco Chicago fixed
weeks $1.97, various

being applied for other In
States.

farmer exempt under
from hoarding.

The general Impression, however,
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that farmer will be disposed ot
his wheat go as as ho conven-
iently can, for as Is
constituted sole purchaser It Is not

all unlikely that It may any time
adopt drastic enough ac-
tually to compel him sell.

It Is expressly provided that
miller shall bo permitted hoard
wheat, and supply must ex-re-

thai which ho would
convert In thirty days. The whole

corporation Is .keep
wheat on move fair
Every miller whose output is 100 bar- -

fHM

rels flour a day or more muit tate
a Government license. He

grind wheat to flour only with
sanction powers that

Tho Government nims keep all
industries connected with the grain in- -

as busy as possible. For
renson the corporation Is asking;
Allies and neutrals buy from us
flour only Instead grain. This gives
the for Americnn millers
to kecu un their nlanls and mak a
moderate The milling concerns
nro to receive a price for flour based
upon the actual cost manufacture,
to which added a maximum profit of

cents a barrel.
It takes four five bushels

wheat to make n barrel flour, and
cost a barrel Is about cents.

There are also certain
tho grinding which must be consid-
ered. It is estimated that in 1918 flour

be offered at wholesale at f 11.50 a
berrel; $12.50 In the
price at tho present

Thero Is no doubt that up-
ward trend been restrained
in any way flour would be selling
at 23 a barrel and that such a thing
as a for 10 would seem

order to servo starving Belgium. He
nl.tnlnn.l Inrni rt, inn tit In., f paln In'" 'Tv." I
- -
R'ans and became, in a a broker,

lately has been accused on the

"r Congress creating a corner
III no UIU 11 III llll' enlist:

humanity
The status Julius Barnes, ex-

ecutive head the. Grain Corporation,
and tho president title, ns trill
ing as mat or air. lie was
for yenrs a leading cash
wheat, operations both in
American and Canadian grains
amounted many millions of bushels
a year, his interest extended to
many Northwest, and

tho present he could have re
joiced In both financial need time nnd
harvest. Only a few months ngo ho
had contracted buy some 10,000,000
bushels wheat In Canada, when

order came
.crop at such a British
army. The slump startling. Mr.
Barnes could havo compelled delivery
to him wheat which would have
given him a profit about $1,000,000,
and yet he took what was contracted
for at rate which was asked
the day before official order
Issued. He gave his services without
salary Government as an asso-
ciate Mr. Hoover, and when
Grain Corporation was Incorporated
he was asked take charge of Its
operations.

attitude as a dealer and po-

sition of tho great milling Interests
show that a business point of
view country nnd
those allies are In good hands.

Although the Grain Corporation has
recent months been acting under

the aegis the food administration
Washington, it Is settled in New
York. It has taken 8,000 square
of space on the seventeenth floor

and has called Inlo ser-

vice a platoon clerks and account-
ants. The main office, which will
give much Its time appor-
tioning of food to Allies, la there,

from it, under personal dlrec- -

uu uLim .,. iu. n Urenln, The prompt actionsands of years has been tho mainstay Govcrnmcnt and the
of the lte(l aml tho patriotic notion the

The efforts this country to spread themselves have done much to
use maize In England and the the price of wheat flour,

recent despatch a representative of There met In Washington recently 125
the Department of Agriculture to representative millers, who gave

there to shed light on unqualified support to Govern-cor- n,

may have but it mcnt and willingly undertook the task
be until another year has passed that of flour prices and their own,
the other grains which enter so largely personal profits down to a minimum.
Into the diet of nations both of the Many of the and the middle-fa- r

East and far West will be practically abandoned their
much utilized. must be pro- - businesses In order to serve na-vid-

as large quantities possible, tlon. Much has been said from time
because the food habits and prejudices to time, nnd deservedly, of sclf-o- f

centuries be broken in a sacrifice of Herbert Hoover, the Ad- -
I . i mi 1st t nr wlin nKiTlrlnnml nni.
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GRAIN ELEVATOR AMD ON THE GREAT
' LAKES M ywcrwooJ fo U,(ro.i.

tlon of Mr. Barnes, will go Instructions , tlon of wheat. It Is not the intention
to the other agencies established In of tho corporation, ns far as I can see,
certain stones, which have temporarily to tuke over anything for tho present
btn assigned. The other agencies are , nt least but the handling of tho wheat,
situated In Philadelphia. Buffalo, Du- - Some of the legislation refers to rye,
luth. Minneapolis. Omaha. Chicago, St. but that grain Is not likely to be
Louis, Kansas City. Baltimore, New bought by tho Government ngencles.
Orleans. Galveston, Snn Francisco nnd '

Tim dealer and broker meanwhile
l ortianu. lire. At tlies-- points and nt
terminals agents will be stationed who
will be Instructed to buy in tho wheat.

111 have
farmer

to st" patentee
100 oovernment does not

futures In ny of its operations. The
price of wheat will bo so stabilized that
the cereal will be delivered only at
points in the region where It was pro-
duced. Thero will be no such thing as
chipping wheat from one city or centro
to another In order to get the benefit
of a speculative prlco In that region.
The dealing In futures Is not on the
Government calendar.

Among thosn who have especially
studied the operations of tho new cor-
poration Is Richard A. (.'laybrook, tho
president of the New York Produce
Exchange, who recently nppeared with
other prominent grain experts nt a
hearing held under tho direction of
the food administrator.

"One of the features of the new
programme," said Mr. Claybrook, "and
one which I think will commend Itself
to every one, is thnt grain will not be
carried from one wheat producing sec-
tion to another merely for the purpose
of getting' an enhanced price. The
wheat will be milled as nenr as possi-
ble to tho place where it was grown.
Tho mills, being under Government
license, will naturally be subject to
strict supervision, nnd there will be
veTy close estimates made as to tho
actual cost of milling, These costs
depend, of courso, upon the efficiency
of plants and upon the methods em-
ployed.

"Tho corporation will charge 1 per
cent, on all purchases made direct
from the fanner. It will also expect to
get a little higher price from neutral
nations for the wheat than It will get
from the Allies. At present thero Is a
wheat export corporation In this city
which handles a large volume of busi-
ness for the French and the British
Governments. Our new corporation
will probably deal with tho corporation
representing the Allies.

"The brokers nnd dealers who are
now doing business will be affected
considerably by the change, but as far
as I can see they are all taking up
their burdens tn a patriotic spirit. Hero
and there they will aid In the acqulsl- -

wm lmvo nn opportunity to tarn com
mlsslons in the purchase of wheat,
oats, corn nnd other grains. These men
all have extensive connections nnd fa-

cilities nnd tho Government will no
doubt find their services very useful.
They should have an opportunity of
doing business along tho lines with
which they aro so thoroughly familiar.
The grain brokers will have the chance
to mako small commissions on the
grain whllo aiding the administration
in the collection of tho cereal.

"Distributers of flour will not b,e re-
quired to tako out ft license, nor will
their prices be fixed by tho corporation.
They will, however, havo to do busi-
ness on a smnll margin ot profit over
actual expenses. But I think competi-
tion among them will keep tho prices
down to a fair basis.

"Wo were nil deeply Impressed by
tho spirit of patriotism and

shown by Mr. Hoover nnd nil
his associates and assistants. Without
compensation they are giving their
services out of their deslro to servo tho
peoplo of this country nnd all our
Allies.

"I feel, therefore, that every man
engaged in tho food business In this
country should gain Inspiration from
those officials and bo only too glad of
tho opportunity of cooperating with
them.

"It is the aim of tho Food Adminis-
tration to disturb tho business In food
products ns little ns possible. Un-

der no clrcumstnnres will speculative
profits or profiteering bo permitted.
Thero will, of course, bo some men
whoso business will be seriously af-
fected,. If not completely wiped out,
by tho chango, Wheat exporters, for
Instance, will not be able to continue
nt nil, for the reason that all deal-
ings in that grain come under the Juris-
diction of the new corporation. They
can only hope to develop business
In other cereals, acting under a Gov-
ernment permit, but without restric-
tions as to their activities.

"It seems to me that this loss of
business ennnot bo avoided and must
therefore be accepted for the good of
tho cause."

"Tho plans of tho committee If sue
cessruily carried out nnd I see no
reason why they should not bo will re
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French Canada hos
CIVIC itself in divers ways on

conscription, on nationalism,
and on tho whole mass of war propa-
ganda. It has been Interviewed nnd
rointervicwed, Its opinions havo been
sought, and its attitudes analyzed. Its
views on or Its protes-
tations of loyalty to British legislation
are accepted equally as concrete nnd
Indubitable testimony to the working
psychology of its urban population.

But tho rural body that great? mass

of bovine workers of the soil has re-

mained strangely silent. What man-
ner of people are theso reticent and
sun browned peasants, living In their
sun bleached hovels and working their
acres of thick sown grain, hemmed In
by the protective, pine crowned moun-
tains and strangely unaware of the
turmoil In Europe and even of the riots
and rumors of riots In their native city
of Quebec?

And what is their attitude toward
tho world war nnd their conception of

Physically, the habitant of the Que-
bec
clean complexloned, but rather under-
sized

j

Individual, who chews tho rankest
tobacco, makes his breakfasts on
baked beans and cream, and keeps the
windows of his house tight shut ns an

measure. Mentally he
'

Is simple and Ingenuous, a childlike
being who Is often dull nnd apathetic,
but to whom vlciousness Is unknown.

He is a lover of tho obvious. Tho
scarlet and blue pontifical robes in the
pictures with which he fometlmes
adorns tho walls ot his bouso, tho
gilded saints and Madonnas of his
native church, the very flguro of
Monsieur le Cure, sombrely gowned
and walking circumspectly ns he goes
up and down the village street, are tho
indispensable symbols of his faith,
without which ho is lost nnd bewil
dered. Sarcasm and cynicism in their
crudest forms pa's him by. but let
lean express his contempt for BaptiMo
by a hearty slap or a well placed kick
and Pierre, who has been hearing them
argue, will laugh till the tears come.

Taken In bulk they are a peoplo of
extraordinary ignorance and lack of
enterprise. Though surrounded by
water, for the huts of tho habitants
are dotted thickly through tho hike
country--, hardly a man and certainly
never a woman knows how to swim
or enros to learn; occasionally the chil
dren or the young men go out to iMi
for n meal, but there is no pleasure in
sport for sport's sake, nnd it Is not un
usual to find a lake unflshed for nn
entlro Benson. For the most part they
spend their days working In their veg- -

FUlt in stabilizing tho .prices of wheat
and its products, eliminate speculation
and glvo us lower prices than we
could havo hud under tho old system
of marketing."

Mr. Claybrook expressed tho opinion
that the other cereals of which Jbero
was an abundant store In this coun-
try, especially corn, should bp enough
to bridge over tho wants of tho Allies
In all directions. It remained for
peoplo both here nnd abroad to eat
what was necessary, but to refrain
from all waste.

"Tho requirements aro such," he
added, "that If ono took caro not to
wn.sto an ounce of bread millions' of
bushels of wheat could bo ndded to
the stock. The wastngo ot onn good
thick sllco of bread to the loaf, if
everybody mado it, would In the course
of n year amount to a colossal figure,
Tho laws against hoarding will bo ot
tho greatest benefit In keeping down
prices nnd having grnln always applied
for the legitlmato Interests of tho peo-
ple. The dealers and the milling In-

terests of tho country can bo counted
upon to do nil In their power to aid
tho food administration and tho Gov-
ernment In conserving the supply ot
grnln and doing everything In their
power to maintain reasonablo prices.

"The fact that thero nro men who
had tho resolution nnd the firmness tn
give ndvlco to tho food ndmlnlstratnr
which was adverse to their own In-

terests and might even put them out
of business furnlshen a good oxnmplo
of the eplrlt In which this work has
been undertaken by all concerned."

Home Iden of the nnd tho per-
sonnel of tho Grain Corporation may bo
obtained by looking nt the lists of Its
ofllrers and sponsors. Tho executive)
officers nro: Herbert C. Hoover, chair-
man; Julius Barnes, Duluth, Minn.,

otablo plots, men and women shoulder
to shoulder, indifferent, under their
wide brimmed straw hats, to the
scorching heat of tho sun nnd tho tor-
turing buzz of the mosquitoes and
black files which In the spring nnd
early slimmer make lower Canadian
outdoor life a veritable hell to the
visitor. There Is bread baking, too, In
tho squatty brick ovens which stand
near almost every house, and the bet-
ter to do have the preoccupations of
chicken raising and cuttle breeding.

Hut even theso practical and ever
recurring problems aro met with a

JEODORE N.
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! THE AMER. TEL &
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curious density of comprehension, u
failure to do the right thing at the
right time. For instance, a habitant
who is widely known In one part of
the countryside as a clever and pro-
gressive fellow, who li making big
mopey on his beef and mutton, not
long ago had a sick calf on his hands.
The animal was suffering from some
form of paralysis which for years has
broken out among the cattlo at odd
Intervals, so that every' one Is familiar
with the symptoms. When the news
went around that M 's prize calf
had fallen a victim to tho disease a
crowd collected on the fence surround-
ing tho field where the animal lay. But
thrlugh they had seen dozens of ani-
mals die In this way, not one of the
number knew of anything which would
relieve tho calf nor could any one
suggest tho naturo of the disease it
had contracted. Milk they hold It to
bo nn antidote to ail poisons in the sys- -

tern was tried, two men holding the
calf, a third prying open Its mouth
with a stick nnd the fourth pouring in
the milk of course without result
and nfter several hours the owner of
the calf reluctantly shot it, remarking
that now he had lost Jlo.

I'roflt In Amrrlrmi Tonrlvtn,
But the slowly Increasing number of

American families who have built
camps on tho lakes, as well as the
sprinkling of clubhouses through a
vast tract of the northern woods, has
opened to tho habitant another source
of livelihood. Theso establishments
have clothes to be washed, meals to
l'o cooked, gardens to be cultivated, so
that tho young people of a family of
habitants often biro out Tor the rusn
reason, the women doing tho house-
hold work nnd the1 men gardening,
carpentering or acting as guides to
fishing and hunting parties.

Tho young fellows who hire out as
guides In time develop Intelligence
and efficiency thnt place them obove
the level of the homo folk, for they
come in frequent contact with lntelll-- 1

gent people who tisk questions which It
is part of their business to answer cor-- j
redly, and the whole matter of wood-- ,

craft is one which they must thor-- ;
oisghly understand.

Irpwldent; Gates W. McOarrah, New
York, treasurer; F. G. Crowell, Kansas
City, Edward Cham
bers, Chicago, transportation director;
Curtis II. l.lndley, San Francisco,
counsel: J. W. Shorthlll, York, Neb.,
secretary.

Thoso who will net nt the various
terminals nro:

Edward M. Flesh, at St. I.ouls; M, II.
Houser, Portland, (.ire.: C. B. Fox, New
Orleans; II B. Irwin, Philadelphia; P.

'II. GInder, Duluth; Frank I.. Carey,
Minneapolis; George S. Jackson, Bnltl- -
moro; II. B. .TnckAon, Chicago; Charles
Kennedy, Buffalo; K. A. I.cwln, San
Francisco; D. F. PInzzels, Kansas City,
nnd Charles T. Neal, Omaha.

Hero Is the list of the noted men
who will serve on the Wheat Price
Fixing Commission:

Harry A. Garfield, president of Wlll- -

Intus College, chairman; Charles J.
Brirrett, Union City, (la., president of
the Farmers Union; William N, Doak,
Itoanoke, Va., nt of tho
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen;
uhgeno E. Funk, Bloomlngton, 111.,

j president of the National Corn As-

sociation; Edward F. lAtM, Fargo, N.
,1)., president of the North Dakota Ag- -
rlcultural College; R. (ioodwyn Rhett,
Charleston, S. ('., president of the
Chamber of Commerce of the United
States; .J. . Hhorthlll. York, Neb.,

of tho National Council of
Farmers Cooperative Association;
.lames W. Sullivan, Brooklyn, N. Y.. of
tho American Federation "f Labor; L.
.1. Tabor, Ohio, master of
the' Ohio State C.iaiuio; Frank W,
Taussig, chairman of the Tariff Com-- ,
mission; Theodore N Vail, president
of the American Telephone and Tule- -
(.rnph Company, and Henry , I Waters,
president of Kansas State Agricultural

I College

3.

On Sunday comes tho big event ot
the week. Then monsieur puts on a
clean shirt and 'makes a part In hit
hair; madamo dons her black stuff
dress and "Jos petlts" are scrubbed
and pollflhcd; and tho entire family
drives to church In tho best buck-boar- d,

rain or shine, hent or cold,
winter nnd summer. From this
churchgolng the habitant derives his
cardinal social Impulse. There ar
greetings along tho road and at th
chuioh gate, and conjectures on th
weather nnd discussion of the crops.
And sometimes, but rarely, one set
of relatives drives home to dlnneir,
with another eet of relatives, to spend
the long afternoon rocking on the'
crazy porch or sitting stoically around,
the stove.

But In spite of this Ignorance,
from which It seems that all their
faults spring, they are a lovable'
and Interesting people, habit ridden,-grounde-

on the suro but barren rock
of precedent nnd rnutlno, yet simple,,
kindly to each other nnd to strangers,
clean minded nnd temperate. One
never hears of any revolting criminal'
acts such ns are so common among
other Latin people of tho lower type;
tho French Canadian Is essentia!!'" "
sane and pound, pure In his motives'
nnd his cmduct; drunknennes la very,
raro and l.i looked upon with disgust,
nnd contempt.

No doubt the priests have much t'V
do with the habitant's trend of con-- '
duct; they nro nnd cer-
tainly there Is an element of treplda7
tlon In tho French Canadian's religion.
But It Is not fenr either of priests at,
of higher Judgment thnt keeps the,
habitant clean In his conduct, simple
hearted nnd sound. It Is because these
things are the essentials of his char?
actor, the determinative factors In his
makeup. "

V

Their Outlook on the War.
How, then, has the call to arms ben

received among theso people? fOne would hardly expect a wan) t)
patriotism to submerge n community'
whose Interests seldom trnvel further,
abroad than the split rail fences that
hedgo In their crops of wheat "and
rye. Tho war attitude of the French,
Canadian peasant is ono of dense Ig-

norance tempered by a sense of sullen
apprehension which grows In propor-
tion ns tho talk about conscription
grows. While there Is n very general
sentiment of hnte nnd fear toward the
German people nnd a confused no-
tion of the havoc wrought by them
on the high seas, there poems to be
no clear understanding of the war's
inmai causes ana only a very Mazy

, conception of the Allies' part In It.
i The sense of responsibility for them
selves, subjects of the Dominion, In
practically nil. French Canadian
versus English Canadian antipathy Is
an old story; but the reason for
Quebec's slump Is not to be found
there except possibly In part. The de-
fection of rural Quebec has its roots
In the fact that the vast majority of
the peasant population is unenter-
prising and untaught. Of course they
know that the war Is, and they have
been told that they will have to send
their young men across the water
that much the casual visitor, on fishing
or on big game bent, and the paper
that arrive desultorily from the cities
and large town and tljnt nre read by
those who can read to those who can-
not have communicate',

Sometimes these readings take place
In the village store, Monsieur Benolt,
the shopkeeper (who rs In some far
distant past worked 04 a lumberjack
In the "States"), sitting astride a bar-
rel of flour, paper in lund and impart-
ing what news there V Interested
semicircle whose only Interruption
are hoarse clearings of the rtamt and
resonant ejections of tobacco Jirtee.
Sometimes Louis, driving his beet
and squash to the market, pulls up
beside Victor, who la repairing his
fence where the black bull broke
through last evening, and reports to
him what he has learned from Philip
L Frenier, who has been visiting hla
married daughter nt Jollette, where
they get a paper every day.

"Tlens, mon gar, attendez-vona!- "
But Victor shrugs his red flannel .

shoulders and goes passively back to
his fence, whllo Louis rattles off In a
cloud of dust; and conscription and Its
enforcement recede once more Into the
dimness of Improbable events.

IlrKlnnlng to Wnlie Up,

But now thnt the rumors of forced
recruiting are becoming Insistent there
Is a good deal of handshaking and
some calculating ns to whose age will
bring him within the deadly zone of
years; the habitant Is beginning to be
puzzled, which means that he Is be-
ginning to feel himself directly con
cerned with the f.ite nnd tho policy of
tho nation here a year ago his ex-
pression on the war was limited to tihe
statement that "les Allemagncs" could
not very well Invade Quebec, ho now
shakes his head and tells you that
these are hard times, that flour and
rice have then, nnd that tho Widow
Champagne will have to send three
sons to war when the .soldiers come
for them.

Just what showing rural French
Canada will make In tho struggle to
come; Jut what proportion of her
lack of si n it Is ignorance and what
four; Just how In the ultimate Issue
sho will ncqutt herelf. are questions
thnt only time can answer.

But to those who know tho habitant
well, who love arid respect him not
only for what he is but for what they
believe he may become, thero seems a
possibility thnt conscription mnJ' act
as the driving power which will gen-

erate thoso impulses of heroism and
sacrifice that Ignorance kind retro-
gression !mo all but crushed out.

Tho people of Fiench Canada fought
In 1 SI U and fought well; It mav not he
taking too rosy n lew of the situation
to suggest that 1 01 S will bring Its own
quota of coinage and Immolation.
Thnt It will take a severe shaking up
tn put in motion this tram nt nctlon 'even the most optimistic will probably
concede. For at present the habitant
Is pitifully detached and uninformed;
he glances at the ruthless grind and
motion of events In tlu outer world
with something of t lio same dumb pas-
sivity with which ho peers out at u.

wagm thnt rattles past his garden
plot.

Sitting In the door of his house in
the level rays ,,f u,0 evening sun,
smoking his clay pipe nnd figuring on
the potato lilluht. there comes to html
no echo of the world's convulsion thu
roar of the Vpres, Mons, the thunder
of tho Marne.


